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April 22, 2009 
 
The Honorable Tim Bishop   The Honorable Michael Castle 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
306 Cannon Office Building    1233 Longworth Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515   Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representatives Bishop and Castle: 
 
On behalf of the 60,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical subspecialists, and 
surgical specialists of the American Academy of Pediatrics who are dedicated to the health, 
safety, and well-being of infants, children, adolescents, and young adults, I would like to 
share our support for the Safe Teen and Novice Driver Uniform Protection Act of 2009 
(STANDUP Act).    
 
Drivers aged 16 to 19 have the highest average annual crash and traffic violation rates of 
any other age group.  Traffic crashes are also the leading cause of death for teenagers 
across the United States.  The STANDUP Act would make an important improvement in 
teenage driving by requiring States to have uniform 3-stage graduated driving license 
(GDL) programs.  GDL programs allow young drivers to ease into the traffic environment 
and have been proven to reduce traffic crashes.     
 
The STANDUP Act contains a number of other important provisions that would reduce 
crash risk exposure for young drivers.  The legislation bans non-emergency use of cellular 
telephones and other communication devices by teenage drivers when operating a motor 
vehicle and would limit the number of underage passengers that can accompany a teenage 
driver when no adult is present.   
 
The provisions included in the STANDUP Act address the continuing threat motor vehicle 
crashes pose to the health of teenagers.  The American Academy of Pediatrics appreciates 
your sponsorship of this important legislation and your commitment to the safety of our 
nation’s youth.  We look forward to working with you as this legislation moves through 
Congress. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David T. Tayloe, Jr. MD FAAP 
President 
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